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Legend of Heike in Tarama Island
Nobuyuki HARADA

The Department of Liberal Arts, Niimi College, 1263-2 Nishigata, Niimi, Okayama 718-8585 Japan

Summary

Tarama Island belongs to the Miyako Islands in Okinawa Prefecture. In Tarama Island, there was a hero named
NUTABARU TOYUME who had ruled the island in the 16th century. The name of the father of NUTABARU
TOYUME was PYENS. There is a legend that PYENS was a descendant of Heike. Heike is a famous samurai
clan in Japan. It is usually said that there is few legends of Heike in Okinawa Prefecture. Therefore, a legend of
Heike of Tarama Island is worth paying attention to. Why is there a legend of Heike in Tarama Island? The
following points are thought to be the reason. Japan and Tarama Island had exchanges through the sea from old
days. It is very likely that PYENS was the person who came from Japan. Kanji notation of PYENS reminds us of
Heike. There is a grave called YAMATOBAKA meaning a Japanese grave in Tarama Island.
Key words: legend of Heike, Tarama Island, Ryukyu Dynasty
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