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Education of children with physical disabilities: A review

Kunihiro OKAMOTO (Faculty of Human Sciences, Niimi University)

Summary

The purpose of this paper was to grasp recent research trends on education for students physical disabilities since “On the Future of
Special Needs Education (Final Report)™, and to present future research issues on education for students with physical disabilities
toward the construction of an inclusive educational system. The targets were practical research, survey research, teaching students
research, and Research trends  (2003- 2022), "The Japanese Journal of Special Education" and "Japanese Journal on Developmental
Disabilities." The results were as follows. The subjects were 33 articles (16 practical research, 7 survey research, 3 teaching students
research, 5 review). Research papers published in 2013-2022 accounted for about 1.8 times more than in 2003-2012. Many of the
subjects (73.3%) of the practical research were students with cerebral palsy enrolled in special needs schools. The purpose of the study
was to verify the effectiveness of dohsa methods (N=5) and teaching materials (N=4). Another study objective was diverse skill
acquisition (N=1). Survey research showed a tendency to focus not only on students with physical disabilities but also on their support
providers. Teaching student research focused on teachers and students, and all studies (N=2) on teachers focused on engagement with
stakeholders. Research trends covered a variety of themes. Based on the above, future issues pointed out were (a) accumulation of
evidence in one case study and (b) accumulation of research on the theme of collaboration with parents and their support providers.

Keywords: students with physical disabilities, inclusive education system, review
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