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The Roles of Nurses in the Selection of Treatment Methods
by Patients Informed of the Diagnosis of Cancer
— A Questionnaire Survey in Patients —

Hiroko OTA

Department of Nursing , Niimi College, 1263-2 Nishigata, Niimi, Okayama 718-8585, Japan

Summary

This study was performed to clarify nurses' awareness of the degree of their support when patients informed of
the diagnosis of cancer make decisions on the selection of treatment methods. As a result, patients who were
informed of cancer and underwent surgery answered that physicians gave adequate explanations to them,
confirmed their intentions, and affected them most markedly when making decisions on the selection of treatment
methods. The patients considered that nurses' words and attitudes were kind to them, and nurses "observed" them,
listening to them. However, they only slightly regard nurses as persons who talk to them and protect their rights.
These results suggest that nurses are not playing their role in patients' decision-making as an ethical issue. The
roles of nurses in patients' decision-making may be the acceptance and understanding of the subject, provision of
concrete explanations, and the securing of patients' rights.
(Key words) nurses' roles, selection of treatment methods by cancer patients, decision-making
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