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Students' learning through international exchanges with a developing country:
The educational effects of a study tour in Cambodia

Hiromi OKA, Naoyuki OKAMOTO, Yukie SUGIMOTO, Aki OKAMOTO, Seijirc YATO, Sachiko KOJO

Summary
The missions of the Cambodia Circle of Niimi College are: 1) to understand developing countries and acquire global viewpoints, 2)

to reflect on international cooperation, and 3) to refine professional intelligence and sensibilities. To achieve these goals, the circle is
engaged in activities both on campus and in Cambodia. This study aimed to evaluate the impacts and educational effects of internation-
al exchanges with the country on nursing students who participated in a study tour there, and obtain suggestions for future activities of
the circle. It was found that the students' previously inaccurate images of Cambodia were dispelied by visiting the country, becoming
attracted by active lifestyles characteristic of certain Asian nations. They also became aware of the diversity in values stemming from
differences in the climate, language, and culture between both countries. Furthermore, they behaved in a way we would expect of them
to practice their own global cooperation from a professional viewpoint, and maintain their interest in Southeast Asia. These observa-
tions indicate that the study tour in Cambodia fulfills the circle's missions.

Key words: a developing country, international exchanges, student, educational effects



