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Research guidance on public health nursing in view of the characteristics of students majoring in
community health nursing: A discussion focusing on students' motivation to select research
themes related to “community healthcare for the elderly”

Sayuri YANIWA

Department of Community Health Nursing Course, Niimi College, 1263-2 Nishigata, Niimi, Okayama 718-8585, Japan

Sumrmnary

To clarify the motivation of students majoring in community nursing to select research themes related to “community healthcare for
the elderly,” and obtain suggestions for research guidance in the future, 20 studies on “community healthcare for the elderly” were
extracted for analysis from 62 research papers written by the first- to fourth-year students. They consisted of 9 studies by adult students
with clinical experience (45.0%), 8 studies by students entering from our Department of Nursing (40.0%), and 3 studies by students
entering from other vocational schools and junior colleges (15.0%). All 9 studies by adult students were motivated by their clinical
experiences, while those by contemporary students were based on experiences with their families, experiences in the classes/practices
of community health nursing, elderly nursing, and home-nursing theories, reviewing studies by their seniors, or their own studies con-
tinuing from their nursing-school days. Both junior and senior students were found to have selected research themes while maintaining
their interest in changes or trends in systems for the elderly. These findings suggest the significance of promoting students’ interest in
social trends, the necessity of organizing nursing theories through literature reviews and discussions to translate students’ awareness of
problems into their research themes, and the importance of reflecting on the characteristics of both junior and senior students in
research guidance.

Keywords:healthcare for the elderly, research on public health nursing, motivation for research
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