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The Moral Sensitivity and Ethical Conflict of Nursing Students
in Nursing Practice
-The Survey of Second-Year and Third-Year Nursing Students-
Hideko DOI, Miho YOSHIDA, Chicko YAMAMOTO, Yukie SUGIMOTO, Marina TAZAWA
Department of Nursing, Niimi College, 1263-2 Nishigata, Niimi, Okayama 718-8585, Japan
Summary

Conducted a survey with the moral sensitivity test of the students who completed the basic nursing practice and the students who
completed a half of the discipline practice on the relationship between the tendencies of their moral sensitivity, the presence or absence
of their ethical conflict during the nursing practice, and the presence or absence of consultation. As the result, around a half of the
students had ethical conflicts during the nursing practice. Less than 30% of the students consulted teachers of practice trainers when
they had ethical conflicts. With regard to the relationship between the moral sensitivity and the presence or absence of ethical conflict
experiences, the students who had ethical conflict experiences in the item of “responsibility/safety” showed high moral sensitivity.
Also, as the factors of “responsibility/safety” and “autonomy” of the moral sensitivity test, the students who consulted anyone about
ethical conflicts showed high moral sensitivity. The results above seem to indicate that the students who have experiences of having
ethical conflicts during the practice can get supports and look back on their own behaviors by consulting nursing practice or advising
teachers about their ethical conflicts.

Keywords: Moral sensibility test, ethical conflict, nursing students, nursing practice.



